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- i qart 1 L just as doubtful today as New York. They
g.m"”' ot r'_"g the, terih e atiue OF TELLS ANOTHER stY declared that the laboring men were going
the Japanese nre. ! to support Judge Parker to a very great
Today is the anniversary of the birth of : extent. This support will not be due to
the Japanese emperor, and the Russian any particular fondness for the Esopus
army expects a g]t'-neral advance upon 18 NAN PATTEBEON,S lr-aI‘E OF jurist, but will be in the nature of a per-

Tong Exnected Battle in
Manchuria in Progress.

OPENED AT 5 ('CLOCK

JAPANESE ATTACK THE ENEMY'S
CENTER AND RIGET.

Large Force Reported to Be Advancing
Northward West of the Railway—
The Mikado’s Birthday.

The heaviest battle of the war is raging
today around Lino Yang, Manchuria. Fol-
action which Gen-
in his retire-

lowing the rear guard

ernl Kuropatkin has fought
ment from Anping and Anshanshan, he has®
either elected or been foreed to give battle,
and is meeting the attack of the combined
armies of Kuroki, Nodzu Oku. Dis-
patches from the battlefield show that at
dawn today the Japanese opened a terrific
artillery fire, directed mainly against the
Russian center and right.  After four hours
shrapnel fire the cannonading
U o'clock the Japanese

and

of galling
slackened,
general began. An
Press dispatch sent from Liao Yang at 6:49
this evening shows that the battle was in-
the Japanese pressing

and at

advance Assoclated

creasing in intensity,
forward until at their
developed fight,
Russians repelling them with the bayonet,
The Assoclated Press dispatches and the
Russian official that the
Russians occupy a semlcirele of about nine

advance
the

one point

into a hand-to-hand

reports indicate
miles in length protecting Liao Yang, the
center and right of this line receiving the
brunt of the fighting up to the last advices.
So far the reports do not indicate the trend
action, but Russian

of the reports to the

war office say that the battle wili extend
over several days.

The combined forces engaged are esti-
mated @t between 200000 and 400,000 of all
arms.

ST. PETERSBURG, August 20.—The long
expected battle at Liano Yang has begun
and the two armies are now fighting what
probably will be the decisive battle of the

camp:aign. The Japanese armies are at-
tacking Gen. Kuropatkin's forces upon his
chosen ground near Liao Yang and his
friends and admirers here are confident
that, having accepted a general engage-
ment, he will defeat the Japanese,

The Litest reports received by the war
office indicated that the battle will proba-
bly extend for several days. The Japanese

are directing their energies to bombarding
segments of the circle of defensive posi-
tions occupied by the Russians. The lat-
ter already have suffered heavily from the
hail of shells.

The Russian cavalry won a notable sue-
cess west of Liao Yang, repulsing the Jap-
anese advance from that directlon. This
was the first time tre Russian cavalry had
an oppertunity to charge the Japanese on
open ground since the war began.

The Main Attack.

A dispatch from General Sakharoff, dated
from Liao Yang, at 10 a.m. today, says:

“The main Japanese attack Is being di-
rected against the Russian center and
right, where the Kussian losses have been
the heaviest.

“The Japanese posted numerous artil-
lery within range of all the Russian posi-
tions during the night. A hot fire was
opened at 5 a.m., and by 9 o’clock the Japa-
nese were close to the Russian positions.”

“T'he Japanese shrapnel fire Inflicted con-
slderable losses on our troops at several
points. Lieut. Col. Pokatilofr, commanding
a battery of the sixth east Siberian brigade,
was killed,

“The Japanese are dellvering an obstinate
#ttack on our center and at 9 o'clock this
morning they were in close proximity to
our advanced guard.”

General Sakharoff also reports that a
large Jupanese force |s advancing north-
ward along the Taitse river valley, west of
the rallroad. The Russian cavalry, which
prevented the turning of the Russian right
flank Sunday, had to operate in the fields
¢f Chinese corn, which was above the heads
of the riders. The report from General
Sakbaroff also announces an engagement
between a Russian force and 13 Chinese
bandits, of whom about fifty were killed.

In a brief telegram received this morn-
ing Kuropatkin says the general advance
of the Japanese began yesterday at noon,

the Russian outposts falling back upon the
maln lines, The heaviest Heghting was tak-
Ing place when his dispateh was sent, from
R point ten miles southeast of Liao Yang,
1\'!'.--_“- the Japanese seeméd to be COnCern-
trating for their main attack. The Rus-

slans .w.rr-_v.---.l principally from the shrap-
nel fire of the Japanese artillery,
The Mikado's Birthday.

'The Japanese selected the mikado's birth-
day for the declsive battls and It will not
be surprising if today is also signalized by
a grand assault on FPort Arthur,

The Russian forces ire
Yang to meet the
Japanese armies

disposed at Liao
onslanght of the three
described In these dis-
Pailcnes yvesterday. The telegram from Gen
Kuropatkin which gives this Information
together with the detalls of the rviireml:nE
of the Russian troopa upon Liao Yang, has
not been glven oul, for strategic N!.im:ns

'_l'he combined armles of Generals Km-uigi
Ohu and Nodzu probably exceed two h-m:
Gred thousand men. Thelr forces are con-
elderably superior in numbers to Gen, KuA
ropatkin's, but the Russian commander-in-
chlef probably relies upon the strength and
character of his position to overcome the
disparity in numbers,

The war office 1s waiting with breathless
onxiety for news of the progress and issue
¢f the battle on which so much depends.

Firing Opened at 5 O’Clock.

LIAO YANG, August 30.—Rifle firing be-
gan at the southward at 5 o'clock this
mauirning. From 5 o'clock there has been an
Inceszant shower of shrapnel. The heaviest
cannonading is coming from the southeast,
where the Japanese evidently have numer-
ous guns. Deadly shells are bursting every-
where, their white smoke being distinetly
traceable against the dark follage on the
mountain sides. The Japanese are search-

ing the whole countryside with their fire,
gelecting  certain squares of territory on
which for a few moments they mass a hail
of shot and shell from all their guns.
They then pass to another square, thus
working the whole field, with mathematical
precision, from right to left. In this way
the entire Russian front has been systemat-
fcally searched in the first four hours of
the cannonading. Then began the general
Japanese advance along the whole line,

Russians Holding Their Ground.
The Russians have been holding their

positions around wniao Yang. Everybody is
keyed up for the long-awaited moment,
and the Russian soldiers face today's prob-
able events with confidence.

From early moaning until noon yesterday
in Liao Yeng could be heard the dull rum-
bie of distant guns. Then a lull of four
hours ensued, when, suddenly, firing re-
opened to the southwest heavier and nearer
than before, and continued with but little
intermission until darkness fell.

A body of Japanese troops reached a
point five miies west of the railway sta-
tion yesterday evening, but was dispersed.

Hand-to-Hand Fighting.

The battle is growing in intensity. 'The
Japanese fire is chiefly directed on the Rus-
sian southern end. The advance was press-
ed with such vigor that it developed into
hand-to-hand fighting, th: 23d Regiment
repelling an attack at the point of the
Eayonet. One Japanese battery was dis-
mantled.

Wounded men have been pouring into
Liaxo Yang since 8 o'clock this morning,
mostly hurt by shrapnel shells and some
by rifle bullets. The heighls of Maetung,
near the railroad, have been showered with
pm 8jectiles.

SAVING THE IMPEDIMENTA.

Stout Resistance by the Rear Guard of
the Russians.

LIAOYANG, August 20 (delayed).—
Throughout August 27 and 28 the Russian
eastern divisions continued to fall back In
good order on Llaoyang, but the movement
was slow on account of bad roads and the
difficulties of transportation, and the Japa-
nese pressed closely several times with I'ght
batteries, dragg:ing guns to the hills and
shelling the troops, whose retirement was
covered by Russian guns. Consequently
there were frequent artillery duels.

General Marson was wounded and there
were other losses of about 260 men.

The Japanese scouts are extremely actve
today (Monday). Rain is falling, but the
rumble of artillery can still be heard to
the eastward.

The Russian retreat from Anshanshan
wius ordered for strategic reasons, practi-
cally no resistance being offered. A light
screen of batter.es, facing the Japanese
guns, beautifully disposed on a chain ot
hills, masked the withdrawal of the main
forces. When night fell the batteries also
took up the retreat, their rear guard light-
ing bivouac fires to conceal the movement.
But the Japanese soon discovered thls ruse
and pressed forward, coming up with the
Russian rear guards Sunday morning. For
an hour the light batterles were ng:‘.ly en-
gaged. Tc the lot of the Omsk, Tobolsk
and Krasnovarsk regiments fell the duty ot
covering the retreat of General Zaroubaleft s
fourth Siberian army corps. The task was
difficult, as the enemy continued to ad-
vance, deploying light mountaln guns
against the Russian rear and left tlanks,
and it was Imperative that the enemy
should be held back to permit the removal
of the bagguge and artillery trains. 1'he
roads were washed out and heavy with
mud, produced by the de¢luge of railn pre-
ceding Friday. Many guns were mired and
the horses exhausted. Cossacks and Infan-
trymen were harnessed to the guns and
managed to haul them along. it was slow
work but was successfully accomplished.

The greatest difficulty of the refirement
on the east front was experienced before
Vanbantai Pass, where it was necessary to
hold the Japanese in check until the artil-
lery transport passed through, and also to
keep in touch with the tenth army corptjt;
commanded by General Herschelmann, -
the north, as well with the southern d“e-
glon, in order to prevent a turning moves
m:“l::;m dawn until dark the eas.te:rn tr(:?gs,
although fatigued by four days’ HghUng
sustained a rear guard action.

WAR’S EXAGGERATIONS.

—r e

Gen. Dragomiroff Ridicules Tales of

Japanese Exploits.

sST. PETERSBURG, August 30.—Gen.
Dragomiroff, the former governor-general
of Kieff and authority on military matterg.
devotes a long article, published in a mili-
tary magazine today, to the exaggeratlons
of -thr: war, ridiculing the marvelous tales
of Japanese exploits, In scaling precipitous
heights, etc., and saying that the imaglna-
tion of some of the Russian correspondents
is apparently running riot.

He refers to one correspondent who de-
scribed the Cossacks’ lances and swords as

being blunted on shirts of mall worn by
Japanese officers, and quotes another who
described the Japanese as transporting
dummies, which were used to distract the
Russian fire. The general mentions a third
correspondent, who satd the Japanese gun-
pers carry a map of the whole of Man-
churia with every range marked on it

Gen. Dragomiroff, who himself is a parti-
san of the bayonet, takes Issue with the
assertions that the Japanese have a dis-
taste for this weapon, declaring that the
Japanese evidently understand its use bet-
ter than the Russians, knowing the [folly
of rushing at an enemy from a long dis-
tance without preliminary fire. He says
the Japanese of the past were accustomed
to cold steel and produced some famous
swordsmen and sword makers.

A GERMAN VIEW.

Prospects of Russians in Manchuria
Deemed Hopeless.
Special Dispateh to The Evening Star,

NEW YORK, August 30.—A cable dis-
patch  from Berlin says: The Militar
Wochenblatt considers the prospects of the
Russlans in Manchuria as being nearly, If
not altogether, hopeless. It is anticipated
that retirement on the part of the Russian
army beyond Liac Yang will be fought
with heavy loss, especlally along the east
front.

The Japanese are gradually narrowing
thelr semi-circular front and they have re-
duced thelr line of advance very materially.
This contraction of Japanese front has ma-

terfally lessened Kuropatkin's chances of
making successful attack upon any one
point of the enemy's line. It will be pous-
sglble for Kurokl greatly to hamper Kuro-
patkin’'s retreat to the north if not to cut
it off altogether.

The German critics admit the possibility
that the envelopment of the Russian left
wing by the Japanese and the blockade of
the northern line of retreat might be
checkmated and perhaps thwarted by n
counter movement on the part of a force
operating from Mukden, but there would
seem to be no just cause to assume that
the Russians have sufficlent troops at their
disposal In that reglon for a maneuver of
that kind.

RUSSIA'S AMAZING DOCTRINE.

British Shipping Interests Greatly
Stirred Up.
Special Dispatch to The Evening Star.

NEW YORK, August 30.—A cable dis-
patch from London says: The shipping In-
terests are not pacified by Russia’s latest
assurances regarding her war on British
trade. The damage contlnues and the
lukewarmness of the government in not de-
nouncing the amazing action of Russla in
declaring she is entitled to seize not only
vessels which have on board contraband
of war when seized, but also all vessels
that have ever carried contraband, has
spread consternation in shipping cireles.

The amount of shipping affected by this

pround gallantly, and their losses are

(Continued on Second Page.)

Stories of Bravery on Both
Sides.

REPORT FROM STOESSEL

TELLS OF JAPANESE REPULSE AT
PORT ARTHUR.

Some of the Larger Russian Guns Put
Out of Action by the Enemy’s
Batteries.

ST. PETERSBURG, August 30.—Direct
news of Lieutenant General Stoessel, com-
mander of the Russian military forces at
Port Arthur, up to August 23, and of a
favorable character, has been recelved
here. General Stoessel's report says that
the Japanese attacks were repulsed til
August 25, with heavy loss to the attack-
ers, He gives no details of the positions
held or of the Russian losses in men, but
says the officers suffered severely, especlal-
ly the younger ones. Some of the larger
Russian guns were placed out of action by
the Japanese batteries and were replaced
by field plecrs. He reports that the morale
of the garrison is excellent. Finally, the
general recommends Generals Fock, Kon-
dratenko, Smirnoff and others for bravery
and devotion.

The navy as well as the army will share
in the benefits of the Imperial decree, pub-
lished today, by which the term of military
service for soldlers of the Port Arthur gar-
rison is reduced so that every month
served from May last until the end of the
yvear shall count for one year of the full
term of serwice. This is repetition of what
was done at the time of the Siege Of Se-
bastopol.

Events at Port Arthur,

CHEFO00O, August 30.—The last 1ssue re-
ceived here of the Novi Kral, the official
organ at Port Arthur, contains an article
warmly praising the conduct ot Captailn
Lebedieff, commanding the marines at
Zaredoutni, who stood on top ot a wall, his
revolver in one hand and his sword in the
other, and killed or wounded twenty-odd
Japanese, who, mounting on the shoulders
of their comrades, attempted to scale the
wall. Whep the Japanese were repulsSed
Captain Lebedieff sat down and was wip!ing
the prespiration from his face when a
schrapnel shell tore his body to pieces.

The Port Arthur Novi Krai. in its issue of
August 26, speaking of the incidents of the
siege occurring between August 22 and
August 26, makes no mention of any gen-
eral assault during that period, but records
several desperate attacks on the Russian
position. .

The Russia nconsul at Chefoo says the
Novi Krai relates only facts, but colors
them with the intention of inspiring the
garrison and inspiring the troops to the
emulation of heroic deeds.

Gallant Attack Repulsed.

Following a grand three days' assault
on the defenses of Port Arthur the Jap-
anese rested during the daytime of August
24, At 11 o'clock that night they conceun-
trated a strong force to attack the Zaro-
dcutni fort, which Is a strong position on
the Russlan right flank. The Japanese
made clever use of the available cover,
creeping forward in Indian fashion for one
hour in spite of the Russian rifle fire. Mid-
night found them properly formed within
striking distance of the fortifications. Thay
thien made a powerful rush, but were
mowed down In all but one guarter,

Here a body of Japanese succeeded in
entering the fort over the dead bodies of
tkelr comrades, but nearly all were bayo-
netted inside the fort. The remnant retreat-
ed, losing severely as they fled. After re-
pulsing the enemy the Russian troops
cheered.

The Japanese searchlights showed ghastly
heaps of dead, like magle lantern pictures.

The Japanese soon were reinforced, and
recommenced the attack furlously, but
agaln were repulsed. The Novi Kral sober-
ly asserts that the Japanese troops were
forced forward by thelr own shrapnel fire,
the guns having been placed behind them
to prevent a retreat,

A third attempt to capture the position
also falled, and, anticipating a fourth at-
tack, the Russians were reinforced, but the
fourth attack was not made.

The Zaradoutni presented to the Japanese
a high stone wall of Chinese construction,
and the fact that one detachment succeed-
ed in scaling It is accounted marvelous.

Daylighit found the belligerents in that
quarter engaged in an artillery duel. Gen.
Gorbatowsky perscnally directed the Rus-
slan fire, although he had been six days
and six nights without sleep. The fort
suffered considerably from the Japanese
artillery, and Gen. Gorbatowsky ordered
the garrison into undamaged trenches,

The next glimpse the Russians had of the
Japanese was at 10 o'clock on the morning
of August 24, when a mountain battery
of mules was seen in motion. The Russians
opened fire on this battery and dispersed it.
At noon of the 24th, two Japanese columns
were observed, one behind Sugar Head
Hill and the other near the rallroad bridge,
but they retired when the Russian artil-
lery made an attack on them.

Heavy Bombardment Opened.
At 2 o'clock in the afternoon of the 24th
the Japanese began a heavy bombardment

of the Russian position with their 120 mll-
Hmetre guns, and at the same time a Jap-
anese column of infantry and cavalry ap-
peared at Palichuang. At 6 o'clock that
afternoon the Japanese furiously attacked
the entire northeastern front of the Rus-
sian defenses, but they were compelled to
retire with considerable loss.

The foregoing is an account of a battle
mentioned In these dispatches yesterday os
having occurred August 26. Whether the
fighting which presumably did occur on
the 26th was a separate attack or whether
the Chinese who reported the occurrence
were lnaccurate in thelr dates cannot be
determined.

The night of August 24 was quiet. Cn
the morning of the 25th the Japanese artil-
lery opened up along the entire eastern
front, but most severely on the northern
section.

During the night of the 25th, Captain
Stempneffsky, with a small force, made a
sortie and attempted to disperse a Japanese
battery located on Corner Hill, but without
success., This sortle was made by High
Hill. The Novikral adds that the Japanese
were bullding trenches in front of the hills
from Corner Hill to High Hill, but it does
not mention the retreat of the Russians
from the latter place. The Japanese have
about thirty guns, some of them mounted
in Chinese stone houses and others In the
foot hills along the beach.

In the vicinity of Louisa bay, northwest
of Port Arthur, the Japanese have two
hundred guns concealed in a corn field,

Heavy Loss on Both Sides.

A junk, which left the Liaoto promontory
the afternoon of August 29, brings con-

firmation of the report of fighting at Pall
Chuang on the 26th, ing it clear that
there had been a fight of several days' du-
ration in that sectlon, durlng which both
sides lost heavily. The Japanese succeeded
in holding their position and mounting
guns, which, together with those at Chao
Chanko, exchanged a flerce fire with Rus-
slan artillery from the two forts In the vi-
cinity of Taping Tse.

Chinese who came by this junk affirm
that the Russlang are firing daily from
Itzshan and Antazshan forts,

This may mean that there is another
undestroyed fort at Itzshan or that the
Russians have recaptured that position.

One of the Chimese declared that he has
been engaged for twenty days In carrying
Russian dead from the forts near Taping

Twee.

TRAGIC EVENTS.

Young Actress Said to Have Told An-
other Story of Fatal Hﬁa to
Steamer to Europe.

— ———

Special Dispatch to The Evening Star,

NEW YORK, August 30.—To'an intimate
friend, Miss Hope Booth; Nan Patterson,
who is accused of murdering Caesar Young,
and who has for many months been a pris-
oner In the Tombs, has, it is claimed, made
a remarkabie statement. Bheé is sald to
have told the story of her relations with
the dead man and to assert her Innocence.
She denies any knowledge of the Morgan
Smiths' whereabouts and thrass new light
on the mystery by claiming thet Young on
the day of the tragedy was perilously close
to delirium tremens.

She, it was claimed, says Young decelved
her as to his marriage and that when she
learned how his wife really loved him she
tried to induce him to remain faithful.

She denfes that she wanted him to stay
in America, and claims that his proposed
voyage was a relief to her. Ineldentally
she declares she had an automeobiling en-
gagement for the day after the shooting.

There is a possibility that District Attor-
ney Jerome may allow an annulment of the
indictment agalnst her.

Mr. Jerome has asked that Miss Patter-
son be brought before him so that he can
question her personally. 3

In her story today Miss Patlerson gays:

“I had never seen (aesar Young with a
pistol and never knew he had one, and I
certainly had none myself. I didn't know
any more about that pistol fhat you did.
While we were riding down town
hansom we talked quietly. Suddenly
there was an explosion. 1 was daged, and
the first thing I reealled was when a po-
liceman stood by the door of the cab with
the pistol in his hand. That {8 the truth
of the matter.” i

TO HAVE TARGET PRACTICE.

Battle Ships Have Just Returned From
a Trip to Europe.
Telegrams received at the Navy Depart-
ment this morning announce that the bat-
tle ships Kearsarge and Alabama arrived
at Newport yesterday and that the battle
ships Iowa, Illinois, Maine dnd Missouri
have arrived at Menemsha Bight, where
the entire squadron will engage in target
practice for about ten days or two weeks.
These vessels have Jjust completed a
crulse in European waters, exten@ing as
far east as Piraeus, the port of Athens,
and iIncluding visits to Trieste, Flume,

Gibraltar, Lisbon and the Azores. The re-
turn trip across the Atlantiec was made in
comparatively fast time and established a
speed record for vessels of that ¢lass.

On the close of target practice the ves-
sels will proceed to various p on the
north Atlantic coast In order t they
may be overhauled and the crews glven
shore liberty. s -
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THE GOVERNMENT PREPARED.

Ready to Meet Reported Motion of the

Beef Trust. '
Officlals of the Department of Justice
will be well prepared to meet the reported
attempt of the beef trust at Chlcago to
dissolve the injunction issued agalnst it by
Judge Grosscup over a year ago. While
the beef trust is apparently getting ready
to make a fight in the higher courts of the
United States the officials of the govern-
ment are getting ready to meet the fight,
and at the same time are collecting in-
formation that may establish that the trust
has violated the provisions of the injunction

of Judge Grosscup. Just what is the pur-
pose of the beef packers as to legal pro-
ceedings at this time is not known here,
and the government will simply awalit any
step that may be taken. As stated, how-
ever, the government Is becoming thor-
oughly prepared by the collection of many
facts as to the operations of the beef trust.

CHANGING STATIONS OF SHIPS.

The San Francisco and the New Or-

leans to Come Home.

The Navy Department Is Informed that
the protected crulser San Francisco left
Cavite yesterday for Woosung' on her way
to the United States by way of the Indian
ocean, the Buez canal and the Mediterra-
nean sea. The protected cruiser New Or-
leans, which is the flagship of the crulser
squadron of the Asiatic fleet, last reported
at Cavite, is also under orders to return to
the United States to be put out of commis-
sion, and will start for San Franclsco in a
few days. Her departure will leave the
Cincinnati and Raleigh as the only cruisers
on the Aslatle station. The cruiser Balti-
more of thé European squadron, now at
Gibraltar, has been ordered te proceed to
the Asiatic station to replace the New Or-
leans, and wlll start on the trip in a few
days. The crulser Deés Moines salled from
Boston a few days ago for Gilbraltar to
take the place of the Baltimore on the
European station. :

Issues of the Paten: Oflice.

Inventors of the world claimed patents
from the United States patent office this
week to the number of 565 and a total, in-
cluding trade marks, designs, etc., of 627.
Of these Americhns took out 516 patents
and 46 trade marks, etc., 60 patents and 4
trade marks going to foreign eountries, Of
the last named, England todk 20 patents
and Germany, second, took’ 17.  In the

United States, New York led the list with
70 patents and 16 trade s.

trict of Columbia took out 4 |
claiming them and thelr iny
John D. Bragunler, tilting
tacle; Louls Gathmann, a g

paratus for distllling and @ method of
distilling and refining hyMﬂ olls
and spirits; the other being nment
to C. A. Snow of this city.

Return of Gen. Qlf¥er. -

Gen, Oliver, assistant secpatary of war,
who has been spending his vacation with
his family during the month of Angust at
Murray bay, near the mouth of the Bt. Law-
rence, has notified Chief ‘Bopfield of
the War Department that he Wil return to
this city and resume his officlal - dutles
Thursday morning. &

Secretary Taft, who is to deliver a polit-
fical address at Portland, ﬁ,‘ today ex-

pects to spend the ' of Septem-
ber with his family at Murray bay.
- *

Suicide of Lieut, Turton.:
Gen. Wade cabled the War Department

from the Philippines at Second
Lieut. Fitagerald 8. Turton ¢f the 22d In-
fantry, stationed at N P. L, com-

mitted sulcide last night.  Lleut. Turton
was born in New Zealand and was ap-
ointed from the ar ‘He en-
{ered the ranks as .;.y wma’
rapidly through the difr
missloned grades to batt
major, which position he

in a1

| coming contest

e and rose |
1 lof the hoosier state in the next electoral

Political Gossip of Capitol
Guides.

THE TALK OF VISITORS

SITUATION MORE COMPLEX THAN
IN MANY YEARS.
—_—

People Are Extremely Reticent—Do
Not Know How Their Neigh-
bors Will Vote.

“There is no better place to gauge the
political tide of the country than here un-
der the big dome,” declared a member of
the efficlent force of Capitol guldes today.

*We meet people daily from all over the
United Btates,” he continued, “and it 1s
easy to get from them an idea of the polit-
fcal conditions and probable resuits in their
communities. They are not the trained
politiclans of the country by any means,
but business men, farmers and mechanics—
the men who cast the ballots—and 1 have
found in years gone by that the drift or
talk among these visitors is about the best
indications obtainable as to the probable
results of the ensulng elections.

Beginning with the above preface the
guide went on to say that the sum total or
the talk he and his assoclates had heard
during the past two months, or sinca the
national conventionsg have put forward their
candidates and platforms, Is to the effect
that the coming presidential election will

be the clozest the American people have
known for many years.

No Landslide This Year.

“It is not going to be a landslide year,”
predicted the guide. *“All talk along such
lines is without the slightest foundation In
fact. The people we meet, coming as they
do almost directly from their homes ana
from conversations with thelr neighbors,
say it Is decldedly difficult to forecast the
November results. This condition of un-
certainty seems to apply in many states
that either one or the other of the two
great parties are classing as certaln. It
also applies to state, congressional and
presidential tickets, only under varying
local conditions. Take my tip for it, thero
will be the greatest gplitting of the voles
this year the politiclans have ever known.
Congresslonal districts will fend d=mocra’s
to Congress and vote overwhelmingly at
the same time for the republicin presi-
dential electors. This will also be tru: in a
reversed way In other districts.

But the prineipal thing we notice up here
is that the people are extremely reticent.
It is this reticence that has got the mana-
gers of the campalign guessing as they
never guessed before. Some call the silence
apathy, others say it denetes changed pref-
erences among the voters. The latter class
declare that the sllence means there will
be a breaking away from party affiitation
among men who are ot boastful of any
such change fn their views. :

“The general and the best opinion seems
to be, however, that a great number of
the independent voters of the country are
welghing the two parties and their candi-
dates carefully In the balance. They have
determined to think the matter out for
themselves, and following this determi-
nation they are keeping their own coun-
sel and are going to reach a decision sat-
jafactory to themselves without the aid of
the professional politician. .

““The political situation in the TUnited
States today is more complex than I have
ever seen it, and I have followed the na-
tional and congressional campaigns for
many long years. The man who savs he
can predict with any degree of certainty the
results of next November’'s balloting is
talking merely for the love of hearing his
own voice. There are no premises by
which the wvarlous results may be accu-
rately figured and any forecast you may
see which does not remark upon the situa-
tion as one of extreme doubt is pure guess-

worlk.
Doubt With a Big D.

“Doubt with a great big D s existing
throughout the entire country, and many
of the visitors we have conducted through
the Capitol and who have found time for
stray bits of political gossip say they are
actually at a loss to know how their next-
door nelghbors will vote. This element of
uncertalnty seems to be the only logical

thing to expect. For eight years party
lines have been broken as they had not
been broken in many decades. Just how
many of these men who have changed will
remain in the party of their latest at-
tachment is a problem the political man-
agers are solving with the greatest degrec
of difficulty.”

During a campaign of great interest the
guldes at the Capitol conduct something
of a clearing house for political news and
comment under the direction of Captain
Kennedy, chief of the brigade. During an
hour's tour of the big bullding it Is an
easy matter for the various guides to in-
terject a good bit of political Inquiry into
thelr conversation with the visitors. Sev-
eral times daily the guldes gather in the
rotunda and exchange the views of the
visitors. In this way they keep up with
the trend of politieal thought in many parts
of the country. The visitors to the Capitol
hall from everywhere. They are usually
quite proud of being asked for their po-
litical views and are seldom reluctant to
communicate what they belleve to be the
actual facts. This year, however, they
are admitted their inability to tell how
the battle goes. Bome of them are con-
vinced that the Parker telegram eliminated
the silver issue, others say it did not.
This diversity of opinion is found on other
subjects of campaign moment, and may be
taken as a typleal illustration of how the
voters are summing up the issues for them-
selves. The men of the ballots are show-
ing an independence somewhat new to the
party bosses and just how many will kick
entirely over the traces when it comes to
voting no one can foretell.

There is a.strong Impression among the
guldes that New York and New Jersey may
be classed as almost surely democratic.
Many of the dally visitors at the Capitol
hail from these states, while many others
have recently been in the two common-
wealths, These visitors say they hear
more democratic talk than anything else,
and there seems to be an enthusiasm
among the democrats which cannot be
found in fhe republican camps. It Is true
the visitors base their statements largely
upon the feeling found in the clties, where
it iz admitted the trend is nearly always,
and is at this time decidedly, in favor of
the democratic tickets.

Some Particular States.

New York’s thirty-nine electoral votes
and New Jersey's twelve, added to the 151
sent up from the solid south, would give
Judge Parker a total of 202 votes, or thir-
ty-geven short of the majority which will
make the next President. The republicans
could readily concede these two eastern
states to the democrats without jeopardy.
If they vote for Parker it will simply be in
line with the predictions made that the
to be the closest and the
most exciting during the time the ballots
are being counted of any the present gener-
ation has known.

A party of Indiana mechanics recently vis-
ited the tol and the artisans were plied
with questions as to the probable position

Bome of the visitors were repub-

college 3
Hean training and others democrati
They

b : c.
lﬁ agreed, however, that Indiana is

sonal tribute to Tom Taggart. It
stated that only the glass blowers have
come out as a union for Roosevelt and
Falrbanks, while the other workers in the
state are either remaining consistently =i-
lent or else avowing their allegiance to the
democratie cause as represented by the na-
tional chairman. Just how far the influ-
ence of Mr. Taggart's personallty upon the
Indiana campaign extends will not be
known until the returns have been sched-
uled.

All of these things seem to justify the
Capltol guides in their conclusion that the
November results are so doubtful no one
can say what will happen. From now on
the political gossip of the visitors to the
home of the national legislature will be-
come more lively and accurate and will
form one of the many interesting sources
of political information to be found here
at the capital city.

WwWas

TO SEEK NAVAL RECRUITS.

Three Parties of Officers Will Be Sent
Out September 1.

Announcement was made at the Navy
Department today of the itineraries of the
three naval recruiting parties which will
be sent out September 1. Because of a de-
cigfon of the controller of the treasury that
the expense per se of recruiting parties
could not be paid by the Navy Department
it has been ne~esenry to obviate this decis-
ion by change of system. The recruiting
partles will be ordered to regular shore
duty at the following central stations and
their mileage to svb-station In the vicinity
a8 well as their expenses at their regular
posts of duty can be paid: Minneapolis,
Cincinnati, St. Louls, Memphis, Dalias,
Portland, Ore.; El Paso, Tex.; Denver,
Wichita, Kan.; LLos Argeles, Albany, N. Y.;
Cleveland, Ohlo; Richmond, Va., and At-
lanta, Ga.

INTERESTEP IN MANEUVERS.

President Prevented From Going to
Manassas—Letter Finished.

OYSTER BAY, L. 1., August 30.—Having
completed his letter of acceptance for the
final reading, President Roosevelt and Sec-
retary Loeb today spent several hours in
attending to some important departmental
business which was forwarded here from
Washington.

The Presldent is greatly interested in the
army maneuvers which are to be executed
on the battlefield of Bull Run, believing
they will be of practical value in elevating
the morale and discipline of the troops en-
gaged. An Invitation was extended to him
to be present at the maneuvers, and one of
the Texas regiments Insisted that he should
be Its guest at the encampment, but the
President was obliged to decline all invi-
tations. He will receive from time to time
reports of the engagements, so that he
may be made aware of the practical effi-
clency of the forces participating.

No visitors had engagements with th
President today. =

CONTEST OF LEADERS,

Chief Devery Up a Tree Until Opening
of the Returns.

NEW YORK, August 30.—In the primaries
In this city today the principal interest was
in the contest In Brooklyn between the
supporters of Btate Senator McCarren and
these who look upon Deputy Fire Com-
miesloner Doyle as their leader.

?nth sides express confldence of victory.
W. 8. Devery, former chief of police, 1s
again contesting for the Tammany leader-
ship In the ninth district of Manhattan, and
there is & warm contest among the demo-
crats in the seventeenth assembly distriot
in Manhattan,

The republicans are having the hardest
contests In the nineteenth and twenty-tifth
distriets. The polls opened at 2 o'clock and
will not close until 9 o'clock tonight.

Gen. Greely Detailed.

At the request of the officers of the Na-
tional Geographic Society the Szeretary of
War has detailed Brig. Gen. A. W, Greely,
chief signal officer of the army, as one ot
the representatives of the War Department
at the elghth international geographic
congresg, to be held in this city on the Sth
proximo,

Manila Asks for Half-Pesos.
The bureau of insular affairs, War De-
partment, has received a request from lhe

Philippine government to have $1.00),060
worth of half-peso= colned at the San Fran-
clsco mint for the Philippines,

Advices From Commander Nicholson.

Commander Nicholson, commanding the
cruiser Tacoma, reported by cable to the
Navy Department today the arrival of ms
vessel at Montevideo, Uruguay. He lert
Ban Francisco some weeks ago, and 19
making a cruise around South America 1n
gsearch of the missing merchantman Cone-
maugh.

Dredge on Trial Trip.

The big twin screw suction dredge Man-
hattan, built at Sparrow’s Point, Md., for
the United States Army IEngineer Corps,
left the works of the Maryland Steel Com-
pany yesterday for her trial trip on Chesa-
peake bay. Her propelling machinery will
be tested on the trip down the bay, and
the dredging machinery In Hampton Roads.
On the completion of the test the Manhat-
tan will return to Sparrow’s Point to be
made ready to be transferred to the army
officlals. 8he Is one of several dredges now
in process of construction for the army for
use about New York and other harbors.

Personal .Mention.

Col. H. 0. 8. Helstand, adjutant general
of the Atlantic division, who has important
duties to perform in connection with the
coming military maneuvers at Manassas, 1s
visiting his sister at 1451 Q street north-
west for a few days.

Capt. J. P. Megrew, chief of the Capitol
police force, has resumed his duties, having
returned from New York state, where he
spent his vacation.

Ur, D, Persey Hickling has returned to the
city.

Assistant United States Attorney Ralph
Glven has returned from the mountalns of
West Virginia, where he has been gpending
several weeks at Brookside with his fam-
fly. Mr. Given was recently appointed
to take charge of the prosecution of cases
in the United States branch of the Pollce
Court in the place of Alexander R. Mul-
lowny, who Is to be detalled at the district
attorney's office in the city hall.

Dr. D. Elmer Wiber has returned to the
city.

Mr. H. B. Btevens of the Department of
Commerce and Labor is in Boston, Mass.,
to remain several weeks.

Belected for Examination.
‘There was an early conference in the
office of the Secretary of the Navy this
morning between Secretary Morton, As-
Darling and Brigadier

sistant
‘General George F. Elliott, commandant of

the Marine Corps, at which selections were
made of applicants to take the examination
soon to be held to fill the twenty-four va-
carcies In the grade of second lieutenant in
the Marine Corps. Announcement of the
designations and of the date of the examl-
nation will be made later.

Will Go to New York.
Chairman Cowherd of the democratic con-
gressional committee will go to New York

this evening for a conference with the
democratic leaders there,

National Beard Decides to
Continue Struggle.

ADJUSTED BY HONOR

ALL POINTS CAREFULLY INVES-
TIGATED, SAY OUTSIDERS,

Those Out of Work Say They Are
Voicing Sentiments of the Ones
Who Discontinued Labor.

| E——
CHICAGO, August 30.—About two hun-
dred unlon workmen and women returned

to the stock yards this morning and were
given work. The packers do not regard
this. however, as a break In the ranks of
the strikers, and the labor leaders say that
the condition is normal, a number having
relurned and others deserted each day or
seme time. .

The national executive board of the
Butcher Workmen, at a meeting this morn-
ing, voted not to call off the strike; instead,
the struggle is to be continued until the
strikers are “accorded an honorable adjust-
ment,” according to a statement lssued by
President Donnelly, as a result of the meet-
ing.

“After careful Investigation of all points,”™
he =ald, “we find our members are standing
as firmly for the maintenance of the prin-
ciples involved as they were at the incep-
tion of the strike. Hence we belleve that
in voting to continue the strike until we
are accorded an honorable adjustment we

are voicing the sentiments of our constitu-
ents.”

200 Return to Work at the Yards.

About two hundred union workmen and
women returned to the stock yards thils
morning and were glven work. The pack-
ers do not regard this, however, as a break
in the ranks of the strikers, and the labor
leaders say that the condition is normal,
i number having returned aml others de-
serted each day for some time.

Sheet Metal Workers to Quit.

PHILADELPHIA, August 30.—A general
strike order to go into effect on Thurs-
day has been issued by the Sheet Metal
Workers' Union. This action is the result
of the manufacturersg’ refusal to meet the
employes in conference unless an arbitra-
tion is first selected to decide all ques-
tions upon which conference commitiecs
might differ. The agreement existing be-
tween manufacturers and workers expires
on September 1. A new schedule was pre-
sented by the union and the manufacturers
submitted a substitute, which was not ec-
ceptable to the employes. They demandoed
a conference, which they clalm hag been

refused. The strike will affect about SK
men in this city, which Is the center of

| thé sheet metal industry.

VICTIM OF CALUMNIES.

Explanation of Mgr. Geay on Vatican
Visit.

ROME, August 30.—The pope received to-
day in private audlence, Monzignor Geay,
bishop of Laval, France, who explained
that now that France has severed her dip-
lomatie relations with the watican, he
had no more reason to abide by Premier
Combes' instructions not to obey his sum-
mons to Rome, and had hurried to the vat-
ican, wishing to demonstrate that he is @
victim of calumnies and that he can prove
hois Innocence of the charges brought
against him. The bishop was deeply muved,
tears flowing from his eyes.

The pope kindly cnsoled and encouraged
him, saying that if the charges are false,
he will have all the assistance necessary to
prove himseif innocent. ’

Bishop Geay Is one of the French bishops
who were summoned to Rome by the vati-
can for trial or punishment, agalnst which
the French cabinet strongly protesied,
claiming that the disciplining of bishops
without first consulting the wishes of the
government was against the terms of the
concordat., The Vatican's perseverance In
the stand it has taken led to the severance
of diplomatie relations between France and
the Vatlcan.

MAY BE A MAFIA.

Threats of a Man Under
Pittsburg.

PITTSBURG, Pa., August 30 —Angered at
the arrest of himself and two friends, An-
drew Lunedino, an Italian, advised the po-
lice that he was under the protection of
the “Mafia"” and unless he and his compan-
ions were at once released the officers
would die by assassination. Nothing, he
asserted, could happen to any member of
the organlzation, even the most Insignifi-
cant, but that the same would be avenged.

Lunedino's two friends, August Plachero
and Jullus Rugor, had been arrested as
suspicious persons and Lunedino was
charged with interfering with an officer,

At the Mearing today Magistrate J. 1
Kirby listened attentively to the recital of
the threat of the *Mafia” and at its con-
clusion intimated he was ready to try con-
clusions with the agents of the soclety.
Plachero and Rugor, on ‘the charge of being
suspicious persons, were fined $20 and cosls
or sixty days in the workhouse, while Lun-
edino, for interfering wiin an officer, was
fined $10 and costs or thirty days at the
workhouse,

Arrest at

FIND A SHORTAGE.

Safety Deposit Box Shows McVicker
Funds Missing.

CHICAGO, August 80.—WIith the opening
of the safety deposit boxes where Mra J.
McVicker kept her wealth and the finding
of a will has come the announcemeént by
L. D. Condee of a shortage of $69,000, The
amount of money and bonds found, it 1s
sald, was under $200,000, while §230,000 was
the total counted on.

Attorney Condee, representing Horace
McVicker, the step-son, declined to discuss

a further than to say
:hhit’?h:ml‘:;‘pe;h?l?e E:oney would be top‘nd
in some other place of safe keeping. The
will found was not opened.

Washington Boys in Custody.
Special Dispatch to The F‘mm Star,

YORK, Pa., August .20—Benjamin King
and Joseph Collins, both well-dressed
youths, were captured on a Northern Cen-
tral ‘blind baggage” about 10 o'clock last
night. The boys claim their home is In
‘Washington, and the authorities ‘thlnk they
are runaways.

King is sixteen years old and lives at 403
Virginia avenue southeast, The local po-
lice were asked to look out for him when
he left his home four days ago.
disappearance has pot been reported to Lhe

police,




